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Dear Amherst Families,

This afternoon Governor Hochul lifted the mandated mask requirement in schools for children ages 2
and older and instituted a “mask optional” policy for school districts in New York State based on the
continued downward trend of several COVID-19 metrics. This change will go into effect on Wednesday,
March 2.

What this means for our families is that as of Wednesday, March 2 masks will no longer be required to
be worn by staff, students or visitors on the school bus or on school property. Each family will be able to
decide for themselves whether their child will wear a mask on the bus and at school.

The Governor’s decision follows recent changes from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control to ease
mask restrictions. Last Friday, the CDC eased mask recommendations for most of the nation by
classifying the country into low, medium and high levels of COVID-19; where low and medium areas no
longer require masking in schools. Erie County is at the medium level.

I ask for the patience and cooperation of staff and parents as we navigate these changes and their
impact on our daily operations. I fully realize this is a sudden change in how our schools have been
operating, and this change will be met with differing responses. All of us have been affected by this
pandemic differently, so I ask everyone to be respectful and sensitive to the individual needs of our
families and staff during this transition.

Clearly, there are varying personal positions regarding masks and we realize there will be families and
staff who wish to continue wearing a mask at school. We will respect the decision made by your family
regarding mask use. We will not tolerate harassment or bullying of a child or their parents for their
decision on mask use.

For those families who wish to continue wearing masks, Erie County is purchasing N95 masks in child
sizes for schools to distribute. As soon as they are available, we will let you know.

As we navigate this new environment at school, we must continue to be vigilant about keeping sick
children home and seeking diagnostic testing. Our Test to Stay program will continue, as will our onsite
diagnostic testing of symptomatic students during the day and our referral site for when symptoms
emerge outside of the school day.

As a reminder, please use one of the COVID-19 At-Home Rapid Antigen tests that were distributed
prior to winter break to test your child tonight before returning to school tomorrow morning. We ask that
you also test again on the evening of Tuesday, March 1. Please consult the FAQs for questions. If your
child tests positive, keep your child home and call the nurse. You do not have to report a negative test
result.

55 Kings Highway, Amherst, NY 14226-4330 ◆ Phone: 716-362-3000 ◆ Fax: 716-836-2537 ◆ www.amherstschools.org

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2145-DM76655&ACSTrackingLabel=02.25.2022%20-%20COVID-19%20Data%20Tracker%20Weekly%20Review&deliveryName=USCDC_2145-DM76655
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JwGgBl35as9HSqXhupOFhVDY6ggOSJA5x7KO3_0doiI/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.amherstschools.org


On another matter of national importance, the news of the war between Russia and the Ukraine is
certainly unsettling. It may be hard for your child to understand what he or she is hearing or seeing in
media reports. If your child seems upset and wants to talk, we have a website resource to help guide
an age-appropriate conversation about world events. If your child seems particularly upset, please
contact our ACSD Counseling Staff.

As always, I thank you for your partnership and flexibility in continuing to keep our community safe. I
hope you all had a wonderful, relaxing break and we look forward to seeing your children tomorrow!

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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